
Cash first and disentangling 
the food waste and food 
poverty problems  

• The Independent Food Aid Network (IFAN) represents hundreds of independent food 

aid providers operating across the UK, including over 100 independent food banks in 

25 local authorities across Scotland 

• Our vision is of a country without the need for charitable food aid where adequate and 

nutritious food is affordable to all





Saw demand increase comparing 
Dec-21/Jan-22 with Dec-22/Jan-23

76% reported significant number of 
people needing help for the first time

88% 76%

Over half said food or financial donations 
had decreased 

Survey of independent food bank capacity 
(Scotland Data, February 2023) 

As reported by 17 organisations operating 30 independent food banks. (Scotland breakdown). For February's UK survey, 85 organisations running 154 
independent food banks in 81 local authorities in England, Scotland and Wales contributed data to IFAN from the 10th to the 16th of February 2023.

52%



Said if demand increased, they would 
have to reduce the level of support or 
turn people away  

Half of 
organisations

Survey of independent food bank capacity 
(UK Data, February 2023) 

For February's survey, 85 organisations running 154 independent food banks in 81 local authorities in England, Scotland and Wales contributed data to 
IFAN from the 10th to the 16th of February 2023.

At some point, we will be forced to stop. 
Funding will run out, energy will run out, and 
demand will continue to climb. Volunteers 
have the will to support their communities 
but that may not be enough in the coming 
months.”
Annie McCormack, Broke not Broken, Perth 
and Kinross in 2022



DWP Family Resources Survey April 21-March 22 (Published March 2023)

3% of UK households reported very low food insecurity in the previous 30 days

(A further 3% of UK households reported low food insecurity in the previous 30 days)

Food insecurity beyond the use of food banks









Scottish Government’s plan to end the need for 
food banks (to be published shortly)

“We believe it’s critical to extend the remit of the plan’s 
vision to “end the need for charitable food aid as a response 
to food insecurity”. 

Charitable food aid comes in a myriad of forms and many 
organisations currently distributing food aid may continue 
to have a role in the future as community food venues. If we 
are to meet the aim of ending the need for charitable food 
aid, however, everyone taking part in these initiatives would 
be there out of choice not due to inadequate income.

In a future without the need for charitable food aid, food 
surplus redistributors like FareShare would no longer be 
used to plug gaps left by insufficient social security 
payments and poorly paid and insecure jobs. 
Overproduction and poor supply management of some types 
of food would be addressed separately and disentangled 
from efforts to mitigate the impact of poverty.” 

IFAN’s response to the Scottish Government’s consultation on its draft plan to end 
the need for food banks:



Joint letter to The Observer 
26.3.23. 



www.foodaidnetwork.org.uk


