Joint civil society statement on the UC Bill

Wednesday 9 July 2025

We are coming together as organisations committed to fighting poverty,
providing advice, and supporting and championing the rights of disabled
people, their families and carers.

We’re urging the government to withdraw this bill and co-produce all
disability benefits reforms with disabled people.

MPs recognised the damage that was contained in the Universal Credit
and PIP Bill. Plans to cut PIP have been paused, and the government
review of PIP must undertake a genuine dialogue with disabled people
where reform is centred on the rights and dignity that all disabled people
deserve.

But the government is still making significant cuts to the health element
of Universal Credit.

They will still plunge many more disabled people into poverty - over
700,000 people who are disabled or have a long-term health condition
are set to lose an average of £3,000 a year.

The health element of UC exists because disabled people often face a
double hit on costs. Day to day life costs more if you are disabled —
which is the reason we have PIP. But also disabled people have
reduced earnings and higher disability related barriers and costs to get
into work. And this is the reason we have the health element of
Universal Credit.

The Bill has been renamed the Universal Credit Bill and it is going to
halve and freeze the health element for new claimants until 2029/2030.
And on top of this the government is consulting on stripping away the
health element for under 22s.

We’'re calling on the government to:

e Remove these cuts and co-produce all disability benefits reforms
with disabled people.



e Conduct an assessment on the impact on disabled people’s health
and employment outcomes.

The committee stage and third reading are both on 9 July. There isn’t
enough time for full parliamentary scrutiny. There is too much at stake
for this part of the Bill to be rushed through. The Government needs to
pause and consider fully the impact on disabled people. We're urging
the Government to withdraw this Bill and co-produce all disability
benefits reforms with disabled people.
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